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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the MAC membership 
are welcome for inclusion in the Signal Seeker. In 
addition classified advertisements may be submitted 
for inclusion as space permits. Email is the preferred 
means, but we have the ability to scan both text and 
pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Winter March 1 March 15 
Spring June 1 June 15
Summer Septermber 1 Septermber 15
Fall December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Chairman, suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com 
Cc: Signal Seeker Editor, rex@rexchannel.com

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chairman K.C. Strawmyre
Vice Chairman Duane Ravenberg
Treasurer Dave Gray
Secretary Bob Baird
Judging Chairman John Yglesias
Regional Directors
Northeastern Jim & Diane Hofferbert  
Southeastern Ken & Marti Hartzog
Southwestern Page Campbell
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson

2010 MAC Board of Directors

Appointed Board Members Alternate
Charitable Activities Jim Hofferbert Vacant
Historian Vacant Vacant
Membership Manager Bob Patton Vacant
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert Vacant
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Dick Schmid Vacant
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird Vacant
Properties Manager Vacant Vacant
Signal Seeker Editor-in-Chief Vacant Editor - Rex Poole
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson n/a
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner n/a
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson Leslie Lemish

Contact MAC Chairman

*  *  *

*  *  *
for more information

suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com
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2010
MAC Schedule of Events
Jan 20 – 24 Florida Winter Regional 

Kissimmee, FL

Jan 30 Tech & Judging School 
Cumberland, MD 
Ron Wilson, Larry Negley, & Mike 
McCagh

Feb 20 Charity Tech & Judging 
School 
Shippensburg, PA 
K.C. Strawmyer, Bill Sangrey

Mar 27 Tech& Judging School
Zip Products 
Mechanicsville, VA 
Page Campbell, Ken Hartzog

Apr 4 Easter Sunday

May 6 - 8 MAC Regional 
Gettysburg, PA 
Duane Ravenberg

May 9 Mother’s Day

May 31 Memorial Day

Jul 13 - 18 National Convention 
Concord, NC 
NE Section Road Tour - July 7 - 13

Aug 26 - 29 Corvettes at Carlisle 
Sangrey 6th Annual Open 
House 
Shippensburg Leasing 
Corp 9th Annual Picnic 
Carlisle & Shippensburg, PA

Sep TBD Road Tour 
TBD

Sep 9 - 11 Midwest Regional 
Columbus, OH

Oct TBD Mini Meet/Tech Session 
Virginia Vettes
Williamsburg, VA 
Ken Hartzog

Nov TBD Annual Meeting 
Jack Evans Chevrolet
Front Royal, VA 
K.C. Strawmyer

Welcome
New Members

Randy & Judy Dingus 
King George, VA 22485-7498 

October 2009

Craig & Lisa Maller 
Hershey, PA 17033-3607 

October 2009

Andrew Saft 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-3335 

October  2009

We at Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) of the 
National Corvette Restorers Society (NCRS) 
take great pride in welcoming our new 
members. Our chapter has been growing 
and striving to meet new challenges since 
1982. Our members come from a variety 
of backgrounds, some with expertise on 
restorations, some with knowledge of 
Corvette history and some who just enjoy 
taking an occasional drive on a Sunday 
afternoon. Whatever your interests may 
be, please take some time to mark your 
calendar with our upcoming events and 
activities. As always, we look forward to 
seeing you and your family attending MAC 
events (your car or cars to be included of 
course). Should you have any membership 
questions, please call Robert Patton at 
(540) 788-4563, email rrpkcp@earthlink.
net or contact any MAC officer.

Bob Patton

MAC 
Membership



SIGNAL SEEKER December 2009   5

Chairman’s 
Message
Tom Vollrath, Jeffersonton, VA

It is already December and 2009 will soon be history.  
Most importantly, let me wish everyone a happy and 
safe holiday season. Although not official yet, 2009 
has been another Top Flight year for MAC. The Chapter 
membership is once again well over 200 families. MAC 
has made significant donations to charities with the 
primary recipient being Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. And, 
the MAC scrapbook records many memorable Chapter 
events for 2009 to include tech sessions, judging meets, 

road tours and social gatherings. I’ll try to put a collage 
of pictures together from each of these events elsewhere 
in this issue.

2010 should be an exceptionally exciting and busy year 
for the Chapter. The new 2010 MAC Schedule of Events is 
contained in this issue so be sure to mark your calendars. 
Of course the highlight of the first part of the schedule is 
the MAC Regional at Gettysburg, PA in May. A great deal 
of effort and planning has been invested to make this 
Regional one of the most memorable ever. In addition to 
the Regional, MAC has been asked to submit a proposal 
to sponsor the 2013 NCRS National Convention. This 
was discussed prior to and at our annual meeting and 
was followed by a MAC Board decision to respond with a 

proposal. John Yglesias has stepped up to lead this effort 
with the goal of proposing an innovative and dynamic 
event that will be consistent with MAC’s high standards.

In addition to the new 2010 MAC Schedule there are 
several other items in this issue worth checking out to 
include our new Board of Directors for 2010. If you didn’t 
do a two year renewal last year, your MAC membership 
renewal will be due in January and a renewal form is 
contained in this issue as well as on the MAC web site. 
And, I have to recommend reading Clare Weidman’s 40 
year “lost & found” chronology which is in this issue.   

Finally, I have always been a believer of the old axiom, 
“lead, follow or get out of the way”. With MAC I have had 
the privilege to follow some of great people, hopefully 

lead to the standards of the MAC tradition and now it is 
time to get out of the way for awhile. I wish K. C. all the 
best as our new Chairman. And, I sincerely want to thank 
everyone who has and continues to help along the way.  
It has been a pleasure to work with all of you.

Lastly the Chairman’s mug shot. I hope I haven’t 
offended anyone by sharing our limited Corvette history 
with you over the last two years. This final picture of 
Sheryl and me was taken at our first MAC Christmas 
party in 2004. Valerie and Dale Zeisset were gracious 
hosts, the MAC members in attendance were festive and 
friendly, and when Sandy Aue sent us this photo card 
we knew that we had found some great friends. Happy 
holidays everyone.
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Dick Schmid

NCM Ambassador 
Report

Greetings All

By now those of you who attended the annual meeting know 
that our Signal Seeker placed in the top three in the U.S. for 
written newsletters in the contest conducted by the National 
Corvette Museum. Believe me there was completion from 
all over the United States. The contest was conducted on 
two levels: One for written newsletters and one for online 
newsletters. We were entered in both categories.

The Corvette museum had over 4,500 Corvettes and 
24,000 attendees at the 15th Anniversary Grand Reopening 
Celebration. In case you didn’t hear the assembly plant was 
to be closed on Friday however, special arrangements were 
made with the employees to keep it open. The assembly plant 
tour was not guided and allowed many to spend more time in 
their areas of interest. I was able to go to the museum for the 

2009 was a good year 
for the Signal Seeker. 
With the Fall 2008 issue, 
Rex Poole came out of 
retirement and resumed 
his duties as Editor. Rex 
hadn’t missed a beat 
during his hiatus and his 
impact was immediately 
noticeable. What had 
been a great Chapter 
newsletter was elevated 
to the fantastic level.

If reprinting technical articles is a form of flattery, MAC will 
continue to gladly contribute and accept the adulation from 
the NCRS Restorer. Your Fall 2009 Restorer looked somewhat 
familiar because three of the tech articles were reprints from 
the Signal Seeker with more to follow.

Finally, the winter 2009 issue of the Signal Seeker won third 
place in the National Corvette Museum’s published newsletter 

day and anticipated long lines to get parked. None of which 
happened. Getting into the area and parked was no problem. 
They had buses from the parking areas to the museum and 
we just took the short walk from parking to the museum.  The 
47,000 square foot addition is just awesome. Again, I would 
encourage you to go to the website www.corvettemuseum.
com to see more of what this really is like.

The 2009 Caravan had 4,500 Corvettes from all over 
the country and was in planning for over three and one 
half years.

The Ambassadors attended a meeting on Friday about the 
land across from the museum that is planned for a motocross 
area and drag strip which may be questionable. They are 
using professionals to see what makes this profitable and 
which operations have been successful as well as how 
much land is really needed requiring more than many people 
thought. This is a progress in motion and I will communicate 
as the information comes to me.

A big hit was the Sideswipe which showed up unexpectedly 
from Hollywood.

We miss our many friends in Northern Virginia and hoping 
you had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Dick Schmid

A Good Year for the Signal Seeker

contest. This contest was not limited to NCRS Chapters 
and had entries from all types of Corvette clubs across 
the country. The competition also included several club 
newsletters that are commercially edited. Considering 
the above, Third Place is quite an honor.
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I would never operate my (or for that matter anyone 
else’s) corvette without insurance coverage. However, 
I think our NCRS Chapter Directors and Officers have 
been operating our organization at personal risk due to 
the absence of insurance protection. I am specifically 
talking about Directors & Officers (D&O) insurance. Up 
front I have to declare that I am neither in the insurance 
business nor a lawyer so my understanding of the need 
for D&O insurance and risks associated with not having 
it might be totally wrong. 

In addition to being a member of the Board of Directors 
for our NCRS Chapter, I am a member of the board of 
directors for a home owners association, a condo owners 
association and a church. Several years ago I realized 
that all three of these boards had D&O insurance but not 
our NCRS Chapter and I started to attempt to understand 
why. D&O insurance provides financial protection for the 
directors and officers of an organization in the event they 
are sued in conjunction with the performance of their 
duties as they relate to the organization. Since I could be 
held personally responsible for acts of the organization, 
a common sense precondition for serving on any of 
these boards might be to require insurance protection to 
preclude placing my personal assets at risk. 

My state law limits what officers and directors of a non-
profit organization can be held personally responsible for 
in the event of a claim. But then our Chapter encompasses 
numerous states and is in fact licensed in another state. I 
also know that laws vary from state to state. I now have 
to declare that this whole matter has me confused. I do 
know that my state law does not preclude someone from 
holding a director or officer personally responsible and 
suing that individual; it does not guarantee that a Judge 
would rule in favor of a director or officer that has been 
sued and just as important it is silent with respect to 
legal fees accrued to defend against a potential suit.

The NCRS Policies, Accounting & Procedures Manual 
(Par 6.30, pg 10) states ‘NCRS shall maintain a general 
liability insurance policy contents, inventory and trailer 
policy and a Directors/Officers errors and omissions 
insurance policy to protect the club and its officers, 
Board members … held at National, Regional, or Chapter 
level‘. In a discussion with an NCRS officer I was told 
several things that expanded on this policy. Number one, 

NCRS only supplies Chapters with liability insurance and 
not D&O insurance as stated. Number two, the NCRS 
Directors and Officers do have D&O insurance coverage. 
And number three, an NCRS Chapter director or officer 
‘has never been sued’ thus the insurance is not needed. 
If a chapter determines that D&O insurance is needed, 
it is left up to the Chapter to procure their own. After 
obtaining two different quotes in the neighborhood 
of $700 annually ($1,000,000 coverage with $1,000 
deductable) it quickly became apparent that D&O 
insurance would take a sizable unplanned bite out of our 
Chapters annual budget.

In summary, I believe that without D&O insurance, the 
chapter directors and officers are exposed to personal 
financial risk without knowing about it or worse yet 
believing that NCRS is providing the D&O protection. 
In our Chapter’s 2008 Annual NCRS Chapter Report the 
need to provide D&O insurance was presented as our 
#1 area where the Chapter could use assistance from 
the National organization. To date there has been no 
substantive response to this request beyond an informal 
annual premium quote. At a minimum, this situation 
needs to be addressed by NCRS, the risk, if any, evaluated 
by qualified individuals and the Chapter’s informed of the 
results.

Operating Without Insurance?
by Tom Vollrath
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TWO NEW EVENTS ADDED
Ladies, ever wondered what Civil War era women had under those big, billowing skirts? You can find out by attending the 
Ladies Tea and 1860s Fashion Show Saturday afternoon, May 8th at the Wyndham Hotel (host Hotel). This light hearted 
interactive event looks at and under clothing worn by women during the period of the Civil War; from head to toe and inside 
and out.

This event is sponsored by both the Mid-Atlantic Chapter and NCRS at no charge to all ladies registered for the meet. If 
you would like to attend this fun time please sign up for at the registration area when you arrive at the meet, since advance 
registration is required.

A judging school has also been added to the schedule for Thursday May 6th at 5:00 pm. This 1 point school will be held in the 
Wyndham Hotel (host hotel) on a topic of interest to all judges who are encouraged to attend!

REGIONAL WEB SITE IS UP AND 
RUNNING
Be sure to visit www.ncrsmac.org/gettysburg2010 for the latest information concerning events and any schedule changes.

VOLUNTEERS
Thanks to all of you have already volunteered to help work at the regional. If you haven’t had a opportunity to raise your hand 
and be counted, simply send an email to dravenberg@triad.rr.com to get your name on the list. We can use all the help we can 
get to make this event one of the best on record.

GETTYSBURG REGIONAL UPDATE

EVENT SHIRTS

T-Shirt Polo

Be sure to place your order for our event polo and t-shirts when you send your registration in.  If you didn’t, 
we have an order form posted on the regional web site. Just fill it out, include your check and send it to the 
address on the form. Thanks to Sue Carpenter for all her work in finalizing the logo and for coming up with these 
renderings of the shirts.

FRONT BACK
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NCRS 2010 Gettysburg Regional Meet Registration Form
May 6-8, 2010

Name: ___________________________________________   Spouse/Companion: _____________________________________

Guests: __________________________________________   Children: ______________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________   City/State/Zip: __________________________________________ 

Phone: (Home) _________________________ (Work/Office) _________________________ (Cell) _________________________

NCRS Membership No.: ___________  Exp. Date:  ___/____ E-Mail: ________________________________________________

NOTE: Email is the preferred method for registration confirmation and updates in lieu of USPS mail.
Registration without current NCRS Membership Number will be returned without processing.
See your NCRS Driveline mailing label for your current NCRS Membership Number and Membership expiration date.

EVENT REGISTRATION 

__ __ Family/Adult Package* ……………………………………………………………………..…………….…...…………. @ $75.00 .… $ $75.00
* Fee for Late Event Registration postmarked after April 1, 2010. …………………………………..….…...…..… @ $30.00 .… $ ___________

_____ Guest (Non NCRS Member) ………………………………………………………..………...……………...….……… @ $35.00 ea $ ___________
_____ ** Awards Banquet and “Night at the Museum” - Adults .............................................. No. of Adult Meals _____@ $60.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ ** Awards Banquet “Night at the Museum” Children’s Meal - Children under 10 ... No. of Children Meals _____@ $15.00 ea $ ___________

**Includes full unrestricted access to the entire Museum, the Cyclorama and “A New Birth of Freedom” film.

_____ Battlefield Tours (indicate date and number of people) Thursday pm ___Friday am ___ Friday pm ___  …...… @ $25.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Event T-Shirts S___ M___ L___ XL___ 2X___ …………….………….….…Total No. of Event T-shirts _____ @ $25.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Event Polo Shirts S___ M___ L___ XL___ 2X___ ………….…………...….…Total No. of Event Polos _____ @ $45.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Secure Corvette Parking (non-show cars)...………………………………………………………………………….... @ $25.00 ea   $ ___________
_____ Trailer Parking***: Single car trailers/carriers @ $40.00 _____ Multi car trailers/carriers @ $100.00 _____ …………………...  $ ___________ 
             *** Required for all car trailers/carriers on site.
_____ RV parking on site - no water/sewer/electrical hookup available ……………………….….……………..…….. @ $75.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Vendor Space (10’x20’ outdoors) ………………….………………………………………….…………….……..…… @ $50.00 ea $ ___________ 

CORVETTE JUDGING REGISTRATION (Please One Registration Form per Car) 

NOTE: All car registrations must be postmarked by April 1, 2010.  All cars must be on the showfield by 5:00 P.M. on Thursday, May 6, 2010.

_____ Flight Judging Entry (Including Bowtie Candidates) ………………………………………………..……………..….. @ $80.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Performance Verification Entry (Requires proof of 3rd Flight or higher) ………………………………………….... @ $80.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Sportsman Entry …………………………………………………………………………………..………….…….……. @ $25.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Prior American Heritage/Bowtie/Crossed Flags/Duntov/Special Interest Display ……………………………...………………… $   No Charge
_____ Founders Entry ……………………………………………………………………………………….…………....……… @ $40.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ American Heritage Sign-Off ………………………………………………………………………….……...……….…. @ $80.00 ea $ ___________ 
_____ Award mailing fee if not attending the awards banquet …………….…………………..……………..…..…..……. @ $60.00 ea $ ___________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ___________ 
CAR INFORMATION:

YR _____ Coupe ____ Convertible ____ Ext. Color/Code ___________________ Int. Color/Code ___________________ Int. Material __________

Complete VIN Number_________________________________________________________ Engine CI _______ Engine HP _______

NOTE: Proof of current ownership/insurance for Flight, PV, Sportsman, Founders, American Heritage, and all Display Cars, showing VIN #, Insurance Company, Policy 
Number and Expiration Date, must be attached to this registration.  Registrations without will be held and not processed until current information is received.

JUDGING PARTICIPATION 

I would like to judge in class: 1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________         Interior___ Exterior___ Mechanical___ Chassis___ Ops___

I would like to be a Tabulator:  _______       Judging /Tabulating Level: __________       Shirt size: S___M___L___XL___2X___

I would like to be an Observer Judge _____

Make check payable to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS (please include NCRS # on check) No refunds after April 9, 2010

Mail Registration to: Ken Hartzog, 2200 Lakeside Dr., Yorktown, VA 23692

For Meet Information call: Ken Hartzog - Phone: 757-833-0114 (after 6:00 PM) - E-mail: corvette6976@cox.net

For Judging Information call: John Yglesias - Phone: 703-978-8529 (home) or 703-346-2985 (cell) - E-mail: yglesias@cox.net

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
I agree to insure my vehicle and property against loss, damage and liability and to provide proof of such insurance to NCRS at time of registration. I 
agree to assume risk of any and all damages or injury and to indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, directors, agents, employees, 
chapters and meet workers for any acts or omissions which may result in the theft, damage or destruction of my property or injury to me or others 
occurring during, or as a consequence of, this NCRS 2010 Mid-Atlantic Chapter Regional Meet in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Signed: _______________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 

N
am

e: ________________________________     C
orvette R

egistered (Y
/N

): _____     A
w

ards B
anquet (Y

/N
): _____     B

attlefield T
our (Y

/N
): _____
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Many of our MAC NCRS members have seen our black ’62 
Fuellie at various chapter and regional judging meets during 
the past few years. It was, in fact, our first experience with 
flight judging when we brought the cat to Front Royal several 
years ago to a chapter meet. We purchased the car 10 years 
ago from Pro Team. It had been sold at Barrett-Jackson in 
1999 and subsequently ended up at Pro Team. I knew very 
little about NCRS or the Corvette hobby at that time. I had 
always been a “car guy”, growing up in mid Michigan during 
the ‘50’s and ‘60’s. My first Corvette was a ’61 270 horse 
which was totaled when a ’57 Chevy turned left in front of me 
and I “T-boned” him. I bought my second Corvette in 1966, 
a triple black ’62 340 horse with 4:56 gears. It was the car I 
owned when I was married and leaving for Vietnam. I traded 
the car to our local Chevy dealer in the fall of 1966 and as I 
recall, I was given $1,200 for it on trade-in.

We owned a couple of other Vettes upon my return to civilian 
life, a ’63 and a ’66 big block. We sold the ’66 in 1969 when 
our first child was born. I wished many times over the years 
that I had never sold the ’62. I knew it would be impossible to 
find the car so many years later and that lead me to look for 
another black ’62. When I finally found and bought the car, it 
had 30,000 actual miles. There was a photo of Zora Duntov 
signing the plenum of the fuel unit at the Malcolm Connor 
show, also a Corvette Fever article from 1992 that described 
the car and how it had been raced and then restored by Bobby 
Marrotta in New Jersey. He and a friend had purchased the car 

in 1967 from Zabriski Chevrolet, where it had been purchased 
new. The first thing they did was pull the original engine. It 
was replaced with a 302 cubic inch Camaro engine along with 
5:13 gears. It spent the next twenty years putting mileage on 
the speedometer, a quarter mile at a time at local drag strips 
throughout the NE.

Soon after I purchased the car, the miracle of the internet 
allowed me to contact Bobby Marrotta who is still living in 
New Jersey. Bobby seemed as excited as I was to have the 
opportunity to talk about his car. He told me he had raced the 
car for twenty years and then restored it, beginning the two 
year restoration in 1990. He told me that the car had never left 
Fair Lawn, NJ until it was sold and found its way to Barrett-
Jackson. At that time, it had 23,000 original miles. I asked him 
about the original engine. He told me it was long ago lost after 
it was removed and placed in his friend’s parent’s garage in 
1967. While the car did Top Flight on three different occasions 
at different venues, it was obvious the pad and stamp on the 
replacement block were not original.

Now, fast forward to the NCRS Driveline, September / October 
2006 issue. I am finally getting around to the reason Tom 
Vollrath asked me to write this down. An ad in the Information 
Wanted section appeared, asking the owner of a Black ’62 
Corvette VIN #20867S112632 to call Russ. I had not seen 
the ad but a friend, John Mattson, who was doing a research 
project on ’62 VIN tags did see it. He recognized the VIN 
number as my car and e-mailed me. I was able to contact 
Russ Thatcher the next day. He said “I have your original 
block”. He told me he had purchased the block at an auction 
in Allendale, NJ a year earlier. The block was in an old shed 
full of car parts. He had bought and sold engine blocks for 
years out of his home in Bloomsbury, NJ and realized he had 
a block out of a ’62 Fuellie that was totally unmolested. It had 
never been bored and was in excellent condition.

He decided to try and find the owner of the car and contacted 
NCRS but was unable to gain any information. He typed the 
VIN # and ’62 Corvette into a search engine and found the 
car had been sold at Barrett-Jackson in 1999. They could not 
help much with his search for either the original or present 

by Clare Weidman
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owner. Finally, he decided to try the ad in NCRS 
Driveline. When I contacted him, we agreed on 
a price and I drove to New Jersey to pick up the 
block the following weekend. The original block 
was bored .30, rebuilt with new parts and parts 
from the “replacement engine”, and placed back 
in the car in August of 2008. Thus ended an 
amazing saga of how the original block found its 
way back to the car that it had been removed from 
nearly 40 years earlier.

The car has received 3 additional Top Flight awards 
and it’s Gold Certificate at Bloomington since placing 
the original engine. It was also featured at the National 
Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, KY in 2008.  

Addendum:
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This year’s Annual Meeting was sandwiched between a mini 
meet and a dinner theater. For the third time in two years The 
Classic Car Center of Fredericksburg generously hosted a 
MAC event. Garland Gentry and Marty Miller own and operate 
what is undoubtedly as close to heaven as a “car guy” can get 
on the east coast. Thanks once again gentlemen.

MAC Judging Chairman, John Yglesias, assisted by Rick Alsire 
started the mini meet promptly at 9:00 and concluded with 
the award of two Top Flight and one Second Flight ribbons 
during the annual meeting. The judging field consisted of 
Richie Whitt’s black split window 1963, Randy Dingus red 
1967 big block and Steve Ham’s blue 1968 convertible. Our 
interior judging team of Page Campbell and John Veen once 
again proved that it will always take 1.5 times as long as the 
time available to judge a vehicle.

The Annual Meeting started mid afternoon and was preceded 
by a special Regional Team meeting. Following the traditional 
agenda, each officer and committee chair presented the MAC 

2009 
Annual Meeting

status for the year. This started with Bob Baird’s summary of 
last year’s annual meeting minutes and Dave Gray’s Treasures 
Report. Judging Chairman, John Yglesias presented the 
three flight ribbons from the morning’s mini meet. He then 
singled out Sam Neide for special recognition for his service 
as Chapter Judging Chairman from 2005 to 2008. Thanks to 
a large extent to Membership Manager Robert Paton’s efforts, 
MAC membership was once again over 210 families for the 
year. Martha Baird, NCRS Chapter Awards, pointed out MAC’s 
new 2008 NCRS Top Flight banner and announced that by 
her count MAC has earned another NCRS Top Flight banner 
for 2009. MAC’s 2010 schedule of events was unveiled and 
refined during the meeting (see separate schedule in this 
issue).

New business was highlighted by a lively discussion of the 
possibility of MAC sponsoring the NCRS 2013 National 
Convention. The 2013 convention will be held on the east 
coast and NCRS has solicited MAC to sponsor the event with 
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Commendation was presented to Robert & Kay Patton. The 
standing ovation that they received when the award was 
announced is a testament to the high level of regard with 
which they are held within the Chapter. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the Fredericksburg Trolley 
transported everyone to the Riverside Dinner Theater with an 
interim stop at the Hospitality House. Once again the meal 
at the Riverside was great and the production of Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat was enjoyed by 
all. Finally we would be remiss without a special thanks to 
Mike & Judy Greenfield once again this year for being superb 
Fredericksburg hosts.

a proposal due mid January. This isn’t MAC’s “first rodeo” 
and the magnitude of the commitment deserved serious 
discussion and thought across the entire membership. This 
subject was scheduled to be followed-up with a special Board 
meeting schedule for the following week. Duane Ravenberg, 
our 2010 Regional Chairman, then presented a status of 
preparations for MAC’s May Gettysburg Regional.

The new 2010 MAC Board of Directors was ratified with new 
Chairman K.C. Strawmyre, Vice Chairman Duane Ravenberg 
and returning Treasure Dave Gray, Secretary Bob Baird and 
Judging Chairman John Yglesias. The 2009 Chairman’s 
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The Saturday was unseasonably cool and cloudy. Later, it started to rain. Along 
the route, a road was closed for repair. Nevertheless, 27 members and spouses/
significant others in 11 Corvettes gathered to participate in the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
road tour on September 12 and 13, 2009. Ably led by road-tour veteran Bill Sangrey 
(National Road Tour Chairman) and Chapter treasurer Dave Gray, the group began a 
two-day journey that led them from northern Maryland to unique points of interest 
in south central Pennsylvania, arriving at the Wyndham Gettysburg near the historic 
battlefield, site of the 2010 NCRS Gettysburg Regional to be hosted by MAC on May 
6-8.

While Saturday’s weather wasn’t too promising, Corvettes arrived at the Cozy Inn in 
Thurmont, Maryland to check in for the event and enjoy some home-style cooking. 
True to its name, the Cozy Inn’s family style and bountiful buffets provided just the 
right atmosphere for road tour comradery with new friendships made and old ones 
rekindled.

Departing the Inn, the tour headed north for Pennsylvania. First stop: the Huntsdale 
Stock Farms in Huntsdale where Tom and Cindy Schaffer (great folks and fellow 
Corvette owners) hosted a walkabout tour of their fantastic collections of antique 
automotive, farm and general store memorabilia. The garage is a wonderland of 
every kind of advertising sign, gas pump, air compressor and more that used to 
inhabit gas stations and auto repair garages going back for decades. The “general 
store” holds a huge collection of anything and everything that was once sold in dry 
good stores and pharmacies. More than one MAC member could be heard to utter 
the words “my grandfather used to have one of these!” Other amazing collections 
there include a barn replete with antique farming tools, a blacksmith shop with a 
truly huge set of bellows and a functional outhouse.

The next stop on the tour was an antiques collection of a different kind, the Bill 
McCoys’ car collection. Both Bill Sr. and Bill Jr. maintain an impressive group of 
automobiles spanning the decades. In addition to many notable muscle cars from 

Fall Road Tour 2009
NCRS MAC

Sharon and Ron Wilson 
enjoy refreshments on the 

porch of the “general store” 
with Huntsdale Stock Farm 

owner Tom Schaffer.

Diana and Dave Gray interrupt Sunday 
breakfast for a photo op.

Ron Wilson inspects the working 
outhouse at Huntsdale Stock Farm.
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the ‘60s and ‘70s (‘66 big block Corvette, ‘66 Pontiac GTO 
and ‘74 Plymouth ‘Cuda), real standouts include a restored 
1935 Packard Dual-Cowl Phaeton and a restored 1973 GMC 
motorhome formerly owned by Chip Miller.

Saturday’s tour events ended with improving weather and 
a ride to the Gettysburg Civil War Battlefield, home of the 
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center 
where MAC will hold the 2010 Awards reception, banquet 
and presentation event. Road tour participants toured the 
museum, theater, dining room and other areas where regional 
meeting activities are planned. All were treated to an extended 
session in the stunningly restored Cyclorama, the famous 360-
degree oil painting that depicts the turning point of the July 
1863 battle. Presented with state-of-the-art museum exhibit 
mounting and lighting, with points of reference explained by 
knowledgeable docents, this experience was appropriately 
awe-inspiring. After all the historical perspective of the day’s 
activities, the tour arrived at the Gettysburg Wyndham. 
Members checked in, then concentrated on the present 
moment with a relaxing dinner at the 1863 Restaurant in the 
Wyndham/Marriott Gateway Center complex.

Moving on to the future, a breakfast business meeting was held 
Sunday morning to discuss plans for the NCRS Gettysburg 
regional planned for May 2010. Duane Ravenburg, Chairman, 
Gettysburg NCRS Regional Meet, led the meeting to discuss 
details and engage volunteers for all the tasks that need to 
be addressed. Discussions were held regarding judging, tech 
sessions, battlefield tours, parking, registration, the welcome 
reception and the awards banquet. Following the discussion, 
the group toured (on foot) the extensive parking lots around 
the hotel where Flight judging will occur. Weather for the 
parking lot tour? You guessed it: a sunny, blue-sky day.

NCRS MAC

Tom Schaffer tells Bill Sangrey and John Carpenter how he 
collected all that memorabilia.

A 1967 Cadillac Coupe De Ville sits in contrast with a 1935 
Packard Dual-Cowl Phaeton in one of owner Bill McCoy’s garages.

Bill McCoy, Jr. (center) talks about his latest restoration project 
with Mike Hair and Bill Sangrey.

All Corvettes may not be red, but it appears that all the Fords at 
the McCoy car collection are. Randi Denham and Bob Aue admire 
the paint finishes.

Participants (and their cars) were: Diane and Dave Gray, 
Sue and KC Strawmyer and Bill and Jo Ann Sangrey driving 
‘63s, Linda and Don Zullinger in a ‘66 convertible, Diane and 
Jim Hoffenbert in a ‘95 coupe, Bud and Randi Denham in 
an ‘02 convertible, Sharon and Ron Wilson ‘03 Anniversary 
convertible, John and Sue Carpenter in their ‘04 Z06, Mike 
Hair in an ‘04. Duane and Jane Ravenberg drove their ‘06 
Z06 from North Carolina and Sandi and Bob Aue did the 
same in their ‘08 Z06. John and Mary Jo Yglesias, Mike and 
Judy Greenfield and Phil Snyder and Linda Nicholson drove 
personal vehicles, i.e., non-Corvettes.
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February Shippensburg

2009 Events
January Cumberland

May Gettysburg May Road Tour

August Carlisle September Road Tour



SIGNAL SEEKER December 2009   17

Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Tom Vollrath

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.

March Randall’s

July National Convention

November Classic Car Center
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As many of you know, my latest restoration effort is a 1970 
GTO which of course has a metal body. However, careful 
inspection reveals the same practices were employed in 
sealing and undercoating as most other GM car including 
Corvettes. This article may help you achieve that original look 
when sealing grommets and bolts/nuts mounted in the cowl 
of your Corvette and in undercoating the wheel wells.

Sealing the Cowl:
Most if not all grommets and other attachments on a Corvette 
cowl received a generous amount of sealant when they were 
installed. The exact amount to be applied to each item is 
usually called out in the assembly manual. When looking at 
unrestored cars you will notice that this sealant not only seals 
the piece to the cowl but may also run down around and on 
top of it.

As I haven’t found any such sealant on the 
market, I decided to improvise by making 
my own. What worked for me was asphalt 
roofing sealer which can be found at any 
home improvement store. A generous 
portion was squeezed into a mixing cup 
and then small amounts of a mild wax 
and grease solvent were added. (A small 

amount of solvent goes a very long way in this process so use 
less than you think is needed.) I stirred the mixture adding 
solvent or sealer until it was thin enough to drip very slowly. 
Of course this is a trial and error method and you should 
experiment on a test piece to get the “run” that you want.

When applying the 
mixture it is best to put it 
in a plastic squeeze bottle 
with a long tip, such 
as an old style ketchup 
dispenser, so you can get 
the sealant right where it 
is needed. Make sure to 
get enough on to make 
it look sloppy just like it 
does on unrestored cars. 
Let is cure for overnight 
before touching.

Undercoating 
Wheel Wells:
Fortunately for many 
Corvettes owners, their 
cars have the original 
unmolested factory wheel 

well undercoating still in place. However, there are many 
others where it has been removed for some reason or another, 
or have had additional undercoating applied over the original. 
For this second unfortunate group of owners they are faced 
with trying to replicate the appearance of factory undercoating. 
The appearance of the finished product can have two different 
looks; one being textured more than the other. However, the 
procedure for both is the same until the final step.

Step one: Read this entire article and then try the entire 
process on test pieces before starting any work on the car! 
Practice until you can achieve the textured look you want.

SEALING
UNDERCOATING
AND

by Duane Ravenberg
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Step two: As with any 
coating process, make 
certain that the surface you 
are working on if free of all 
dirt, grease or flaking paint. 
It’s always a good idea to 
wipe down the surface with 
a mild solvent.

Step three: Mask off all 
areas that should not be 
coated. Apply a band of 
medium to course texture 
rocker panel chip resistant 
material over the area 
you intend to apply the 
undercoating. I used a 3M 
product that applied easily 
and gave the look I wanted. 
Two cans may be needed to 
achieve the initial textured 
look on all four fender wells. 
(During your test phase vary 
the distance from the can to 
the application surface to 

achieve the texture you want.) Let dry overnight or until hard 
to the touch. CAUTION: This product should be used only with 
an appropriate mask and in a properly ventilated space as the 
orders are extremely strong.

Step four: Apply several coats of 
rubberized undercoating material 
over the chip resistant material 
allowing the material to set up between coats. Apply as many 
coats as needed to achieve the coverage you want. I used two 
brands, one 3M and one BD with the same lightly textured 
look from each. If this is the look you want stop here, you are 
done. If you want a more textured look go on to step five.

Step five: A heavy textured appearance can be achieved by 
applying a heavier last coat of undercoating. Before it can set 
up, daub the entire surface with a heavily textured sponge.  
Doing so should give the undercoating a peaked texture. Note: 
It is extremely important to practice this process to achieve 
the look you want. It will also help you decide whether your 
sponge is sized correctly. 
A smaller piece of sponge 
may take longer to finish but 
may be easier to handle.

This is a relatively inexpensive project and can be done with 
relative ease. Many thanks to K.C. Strawmyer for his advice 
in the undercoating process on how to achieve the right look 
and what products to use.
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Midyear
Underbody
Restoration
One of the most overlooked areas of any restoration is 
the under body. This is especially true of most Corvettes. 
People assume that since the floor is made of fiberglass 
there is no rust that needs to be cleaned. This is partially 
true but the underbody has many metal brackets and 
braces that do rust.

The best way to deal with the rusted braces is to glass 
bead or sand blast them. Many of the braces cannot be 
easily removed and therefore will have to be cleaned on 
the body. There are a lot of braces that can be removed 
and by doing so it will make an easier job of cleaning 
them. Once you determine which braces to take off you 
should inspect the rivets before you remove them to 
match them up with the new rivets that will be needed 
for reinstalling the braces. The best way to remove a rivet 
is by grinding the tail of the rivet off then; using a punch 
and a hammer, carefully drive the rivet out of the floor. 
Be sure to label the old rivets as to which brace they 
come out of because there are many different sizes and 
shapes of rivets used. Most all Corvette part suppliers 
have a variety of rivets that will be needed. Once you 
have the braces removed you should inspect the original 
finish of them to determine how they were finished 
from the factory. Some of the braces were semi gloss 
black; some are green zinc primer. They were also cad or 
zinc plated, bare metal, or phosphate plated. There are 
different shades of the green zinc primer depending on 
the year. Also, some of the brackets are different colors 
depending on which plan the body was built.

Next you should clean the underbody fiberglass with soap 
and water. There is usually some undercoating primer 
and paint overspray that you may want to preserve or 
remove to freshly duplicate the finish. For the braces 
you cannot easily remove they will need to be blasted 

on the body. Use duct tape to mask off the fiberglass 
next to the brace so you do not damage the finish of 
the glass. Once everything is cleaned and refinished it 
is time to reinstall the parts. You will need a hammer, 
metal block or dolly, and a friend. The factory used an 
air hammer and a special tip to install the rivets. You 
can still buy the air hammer top from Snap On Tools. 
If you do not have access to air tools, then the hammer 
and dolly method works just as well but is a little slower. 
Your friend will need to hold down on the rivet head from 
above while you hammer the rivet from the underside to 
hold the brace in place. The rivets are made of aluminum 
and are not hard to hammer. Once you have finished you 
will have successfully removed any rust from your floor 
braces and will have a well restored underbody to match 
all the hard work that you will have put into the rest of 
the car restoration.

Jeremy Turner 
#26967
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Renewal
2010

Delivery of the
MAC Signal Seeker Newsletter:

Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Delivery of the
MAC Membership Roster:

Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Please choose one of the following options for Future MAC Renewals:

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

$25.00 for 1 Year, $50.00 for 2 Years if Postmarked by Jan. 15, 2010 

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

MAC/NCRS
Robert Patton, Membership Chairman

12257 Elk Run Church Road
Midland, VA 22728-2418
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